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THE SUPPRESSED PARTS OF A SHABU'OT 

PIYUT 

By A. Mishcon, London 

"Everything — so goes the Zoharic saying — depends 
on good luck, even the Sepher-Torah in the ark." Yea, 
we may add, even the piyut in the Mahzor. There are 
two piyutim by Rabbi Simeon ben Isaac the Great (x — xi 
century) based on one and the same theme. Both were 
soon allotted prominent places in the D131"ip for niVl3B>: 
the one headed Mip 'n on the first day, and the other, 
commencing DV DV WW, on the second day of the 
festival. Considerable parts of each of these piyutim were 
regarded objectionable and were banned by some over- 
zealous scribes. Yet how different was the fate of the one 
to that of the other. No sooner did the printer take the 
place of the copyist, than the second piyut was restored to 
its original form. It has thus been published ever since in 
the Ashkenazic Mahzor, in the latest English edition 1 of 
which it has been admirably rendered into English verse. 
But the parts deleted from the other poem have to this day 
not gained re-admission to the Mahzor. Heidenheim was 
apparently the first who undertook to give them publication 
and, with that object, included them among others in a 

1 Ijna ^n» miSJ? 'no, ed. by A. Davis and others. 

533 



534 TH E JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

separate pamphlet entitled "mnon K13D 2 . But the pamphlet 
has never seen the light. 

It is thus for the first time that those lines, written 
some nine hundred years ago, are here being published. 

The subject treated in these two piyutim is the Torah. 
We are told that long ere Moses appeared on the scene, 
the Heavenly Father was anxious for this beloved daughter 
of His to choose a spouse from among the sons of the earth, 
through whom she might be introduced to the children of 
men. Adam, Noah, and the patriarchs were thus men- 
tioned as probable suitors, but the celestial maiden points 
out grave defects which put each of them beneath her 
dignity. It is the lines in which the faults of our progen- 
itors are enumerated that were considered offensive and 
were accordingly suppressed. 

That the piyutim were not altogether eliminated from 
the Mahzor is undoubtedly due to the great respect com- 
manded by their author, who was celebrated as a scholar 
and famous as a benefactor of his people. 8 Even those 
who denounced the poetical writings of Ibn Gabirol and 
Ibn Ezra because "the rays of wisdom (= mysticism) did 
not illumine them,"* could not fail to regard his poetry as 
"having been written in the proper (= mystic) manner."" 
For not only was our author a Kalirian to his finger-tips, 
but he was also a mystic of no mean order." 

The writer has only come across one Mahzor 
(Romagna rite) where the 'Mp 'n is replaced by another 

2 See note in his Mahzor, ed. 1805, IV, 94. 

3 Graetz (Eng. Edition), III, 252. 

4 n'D'n mnn ibd, p. 29. 

5 K"JD, n"lN, § «9- 

c epSn 'SatT, ed. Venice, 6a: D'Dia lOlSo SI'TO b\13ft JlJ>t5» '"1. 



A SHABU OT PIYUT — MISHCON 



535 



piyut. In all other Mahzorim examined the objectionable 
passages only are omitted and in the two or three where 
they are wholly or partly retained, they are left unvocal- 
ized. Since, as mentioned above, the other poem is printed 
completely in our Mahzor, only the suppressed parts of the 
one just named are presented here as selected from some 
fourteenth century MSS. in the British Museum. They 
are given under the headings of the respective paragraphs 
which they supplement. 



About him (Adam) did 
the Torah reply to the 
Only One: When he was 
one, Thou didst say, "It is 
not good that man should 
be alone," and didst give 
him a help-mate. Yet even 
with her he transgressed 
three of Thy commands: 
"Thou shalt not steal"— 
by sharing that which was 
stolen; "Thou shalt not 
bear false witness" — for he 
and his wife gave false 
evidence; "Thou shalt not 
covet" — for they both cov- 
eted and ate the forbidden 
fruit. He shall therefore 
not be crowned with glory. 



She retorted as to him 
(Noah) : — If he be just 
and perfect so that he dealt 



dik ids? 

int6 min ww vby 

im Bj»in ins rrn nsn 

m« vbv »DD e^e>jtm 

in' ian mini e6e> 

into 23) dj> pbm 333n t6 ian 

intptc DiM'imi n3s?n tub ian 
in' ipp nnjJ 

in'i bas'i i»nn t6 ian 

ins dv )b ah to namai 



nt tna 

nyumb vhv naina m n*a 
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with every animal in the 
ark according to Thy wish, 
wherefore was he so heed- 
less on coming forth? He 
drank to excess and was 
drunken. He who resist- 
ed all the waters of the 
flood, did not resist the ni«n nSD 
tempting drop! In the 
sight of his sons he lay 
naked and disgraced. 



navua n^om Kin pnv ds 
nana ws: ba nv myoa Tnn 
nann jo inxya -inw &6 no$> 

i?3D xb biaan 'on baDn 



nam t6 xai nawn -pro ^m 
nnjn wj w marm 



Then the Torah exclaim- 
ed about the beloved one 
(Abraham) that he is well 
known to her as the Lord 
was known to him. He 
lacked understanding and 
questioned : "Wherefore 
shall I know?" He was 
then answered: "Thou wilt 
surely know." He thus 
suffered his descendants to 
be enslaved without know- 
ing for how long. 



Of the only son 
(Isaac) did the law break 
forth in poetry: True he 
was found perfect and fit 
for a sacrifice. He gave 
himself up willingly to the 



mt»D f s 

inio 1312 poK rimy 

inu p inin ids "o 

iniro p jm iw ioai 

jn^i f^nb inco bnbiD tk 

jhk noa jno "6a pai 

nn jtp man \>y a^pm 

irvi>o fp 1,J ' 1 ^ & i J i 



W pip 

nrna tit !jj? m nana hp 
min nara obc «yoj djdk 
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knife, the altar, and to be 
bound, and he was saved 
from sword and fire. Yet, 
in his old age he called the 
one whom Thou didst de- 
spise. "Take thy weapons," 
he said to him and thus 
permitted him the use of 
them for ever after; "thy 
quiver and thy bow" — and 
thus gave him dominion; 
"and go out to the field" — 
and conferred kingdom 
upon him. It was the virt- 
uous woman that ordered 
the perfect one to prepare 
venison for his father, who 
— when he was scarce gone 
and his brother came back 
from hunting — exclaimed, 
"Who then is he?" and 
wanted to curse him who 
dwelt in the tents of 
learning. But for the voice 
that came from above, he 
said: "He, too, shall be 
blessed." 



mpaai anna jjnji 

mips ovbi njpt nyb is 

man nana ij»ib6 sip 

mjr wis pi fta w se> 

rrrnsn "6 fxbw *intj>pi ybn 

m^Dn lms naiba mt^n sxi 

mian nwx nanp "W? 

muma nnb nnixi 

m»D wi wi np*i i^ 

riTxo sa rnsi sv kip is wi 

rrnn nni kids •'B d:i 

mism ^ns aer ^pb ts>pai 

mT onaa bip na ^ 

mjn !>np Tina n\T ina dj qji 



His (Jacob's) sons did 
evil in selling their brother 
to Egypt because of the 



me> e»s-pnn 

miaa -nab t d*6 lbaj m 



The word is evidently Onb, see Ps. 78, 51, etc. 
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mauDn rmro mm by 
imt«B> abn -ik>x roo^n bin 



distinguished coat that he 
made him. Also because 
of the dreams that he 
dreamed they hated him 
exceedingly. On being 
asked to recognize that coat 
he was overwhelmed with 
grief. "He is surely rent," 
cried he bitterly. The holy 
spirit had departed from 
him because of his misery, 
and he said in his wrath: 
"My way is hid from the 
Lord." 



smon n&»B> 

may tpt ^sj w nan dsji 

moi nbm nps?v pint e»nu spa 

hid ibs ijbd enpn nm 

■yvok nmb main mi Djna psi 

ptijidj •'am 'n dsd 



A commentator asserts that the two piyutim under 
consideration are versified renderings of a Midrash which 
contained the entire legend. The writer's painstaking 
search has failed to trace such Midrash. The following 
passage, however, in JVtn mD, I, 24, is a very close 
approach: "When Israel stood at Sinai, God said unto 
them, I will give you My Law on condition that you will 
bring sureties who should warrant its observance. Said 
they, Our Patriarchs will pledge for us. Whereupon He 
said, I have aught to say in their disfavor : Abraham doubt- 
ed My word and asked, 'Whereby shall I know?'; Isaac pre- 
ferred Esau whom I disliked; Jacob said, 'My way is hid 
from the Lord.'" 



